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Happy 250" Birthday U.S.A.!

Monmouth County Officials Mark America’s Semiquincentennial

FREEHOLD, NJ — As communities across the nation celebrate the 250th anniversary of the
United States of America, the MonmouthNJ 250 Committee and the Monmouth County Board of
County Commissioners mark the nation's Semiquincentennial with exciting events, activities and
community engagement that have united residents in honoring our nation's history.

Since the Monmouth County Board of County Commissioners established the MonmouthNJ 250
Committee in 2023, the County has launched an unprecedented series of educational initiatives,
historical programs, exhibits and signature events designed to honor Monmouth County's pivotal
role in the American Revolution while inspiring patriotism, community pride and participation.

Over the past three years, Monmouth County has developed a diverse portfolio of America 250
initiatives, including:

e The MonmouthNJ 250 Truck has visited more than 100 community events, engaging
residents with educational exhibits and content, branded materials, and "Postcards to the
Future" - messages that will be preserved in the Monmouth County Archives and opened
for America's 300th birthday in 2076.

e A walk-through Revolutionary War exhibit at Thompson Park, open now through the
end of 2026, highlighting Monmouth County's role in the fight for independence.

e The MonmouthNJ 250 Art Competition and Exhibition, showcasing local artists'
interpretations of America's founding and Monmouth County's history; 31 pieces of
artwork are available for viewing at Thompson Park now through the end of 2026.

o Three rounds of student essay and poetry contests, engaging elementary and middle
school students to write about what America and patriotism means to them.

o The official one-year Countdown to America's 250 kickoff celebration on opening night
of the 2025 Monmouth County Fair.

o The 250 for 250 Challenge, encouraging residents to walk or run 250 miles in
celebration of America's 250th birthday.

e A traveling six-panel exhibit sharing Monmouth County's Revolutionary War story with
communities throughout the County.

e The Talking 250 podcast series features local historians and community leaders.



e The History with Hanlon & Arnone video series exploring Monmouth County's historic
sites and unique contributions to American history.

e The award-winning documentary '""Monmouth County at War: Rebels, Raiders, and
Revolution," brings the County's Revolutionary history to life.

e A free educational resource book, '"Monmouth County, NJ Revolutionary War
History: A Battleground in the Cause of Freedom," distributed to schools, libraries
and residents.

e Produced “Echoes of 1776 — A Journey Through Monmouth County’s Revolutionary
Sites” commemorative map, both in print and digital formats, featuring 44 historic sites.

o Exciting live entertainment programming through the ParkStage Summer Concert
Series.

"The 250th anniversary of America's founding is a milestone that none of us will experience
again," said Monmouth County Commissioner Director Thomas A. Arnone, Co-Chair of the
MonmouthNJ 250 Committee. "For more than three years, Monmouth County has worked to
create meaningful opportunities for residents of all ages to connect with our nation's history and
celebrate the freedoms we enjoy today. The tremendous response we've seen throughout our
initiative demonstrates that patriotism remains strong throughout Monmouth County."

The County's years of planning culminated in a series of extraordinary signature
Semiquincentennial celebrations that attracted thousands of participants.

A new, permanent Revolutionary War Monument at was unveiled on June 4 at the County’s
Swimming River Park in Red Bank was unveiled, honoring the courage and sacrifice of those
who fought for American independence.

On June 14, hundreds of runners and walkers gathered at Bell Works in Holmdel for the Stars &
Strides Flag Day 5K and 1-Mile Freedom Walk, celebrating Flag Day through fitness,
patriotism and community spirit.

The festivities continued June 25, when approximately 1,300 guests attended the sold-out
America's 250 Birthday Gala at Bell Works. The evening celebrated America's upcoming
milestone birthday while recognizing distinguished veterans, first responders, community leaders
and citizens whose service embodies the ideals upon which the nation was founded.

On June 28, thousands of spectators lined the streets of Middletown Township for America's
Big Birthday Parade: Red, White & YOU!, followed by a free family festival featuring live
entertainment, educational exhibits, historical displays and activities for all ages.

"America's 250th birthday is a moment to reflect on the freedoms we enjoy, the sacrifices that
secured our independence and the enduring principles that continue to define our nation," said
Monmouth County Clerk Christine Giordano Hanlon, Co-Chair of the MonmouthNJ 250
Committee. "The incredible participation we've seen over the past three years demonstrates that
Monmouth County embraces both its remarkable Revolutionary history and its responsibility to
preserve that legacy for future generations."

Monmouth County played a pivotal role in the American Revolution, serving as the site of the
Battle of Monmouth—one of the largest and most significant battles of the Revolutionary War.
Today, the County continues to lead New Jersey's America 250 commemoration through



innovative educational programs, historical preservation, community partnerships and public
events that bring the story of America's founding to life.

County officials also encourage residents, businesses, schools and community organizations
throughout Monmouth County to proudly display the Stars and Stripes as part of the County's
Fly Your Flag initiative, celebrating the nation's 250th birthday and the enduring values of
freedom, unity and civic pride.

The celebration of America's 250th birthday continues throughout the year with additional
educational programs, exhibits, concerts and community events highlighting Monmouth
County's unique role in the nation's founding.

About MonmouthNJ 250

The Monmouth County Board of County Commissioners established the MonmouthNJ 250
Committee in 2023 to prepare for the celebration of America's 250th anniversary. Commissioner
Director Thomas A. Arnone and County Clerk Christine Giordano Hanlon serve as Co-Chairs of
the Committee.

To learn more about MonmouthNJ 250 and upcoming events commemorating America's 250th
birthday, visit MonmouthNJ250.org and follow @MonmouthNJ250 on Facebook, Instagram,
X and LinkedIn.
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