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County Officials Announce the
Monmouth County Patriotism Award Recipients

Honoring Local Individuals Who Have Made a Lasting Impact in
Our Community

FREEHOLD, NJ — In celebration of America’s 250th anniversary, the MonmouthNJ 250
Committee is proud to announce the Monmouth County Patriotism Award Recipients,
extraordinary individuals whose service, leadership, and dedication reflect the very best of our
community and nation.

The awards honor individuals who were born in or currently reside in Monmouth County and
have made a lasting and meaningful impact through their commitment to service. Recipients will
be recognized at the America’s 250 Birthday Gala on June 25, 2026, at Bell Works in Holmdel,
New Jersey.

Award recipients were selected from nominations submitted by residents throughout Monmouth
County. The MonmouthNJ 250 Committee invited the public to recognize individuals whose
actions and achievements exemplify patriotism, service, leadership, and dedication to the
community. Nominees represented a diverse group of citizens, veterans, first responders, and
community leaders whose contributions have positively impacted the lives of others and
strengthened Monmouth County.

The 2026 MonmouthNJ 250 Patriotism Award recipients are:

Patriotic Citizen Award

The Patriotic Citizen Award recognizes an individual who has demonstrated exceptional
voluntary, heroic, civic, or benevolent service to the community.

Carol Stillwell of Holmdel, New Jersey is the recipient of the Patriotic Citizen Award. Through
her unwavering commitment to community service and dedication to helping others, Ms.
Stillwell exemplifies the highest ideals of honor, leadership, service, and patriotism, while
advancing the principles that have guided our nation for nearly 250 years.



American Hero Award

The American Hero Award honors an emergency first responder or healthcare professional who
has gone above and beyond the call of duty, demonstrating extraordinary courage, compassion,
and commitment while protecting and serving others in moments of crisis.

Christopher Trischitta of Holmdel, New Jersey is the recipient of the American Hero Award in
recognition of his exceptional service, selflessness, and dedication to safeguarding the well-being
of others.

Distinguished Veteran Award

The Distinguished Veteran Award recognizes a Monmouth County veteran who has
demonstrated outstanding leadership, integrity, and service during military service and
throughout civilian life. The award honors veterans who continue to support fellow service
members while maintaining a steadfast commitment to their communities and country.

Due to the exceptional qualifications of the nominees, the selection committee awarded a three-
way tie for the Distinguished Veteran Award. The recipients are:

e Robert W. Siemer, Middletown, New Jersey
e Ernie DiOrio, Manalapan, New Jersey

e Michael T. Ruane, West Long Branch, New Jersey

“The recipients of these awards have demonstrated extraordinary courage, compassion, and
devotion to the greater good. Whether through military service, community leadership, or
answering the call in times of need, they embody the spirit of service that has strengthened our
nation for 250 years,” said Monmouth County Commissioner Director and MonmouthNJ 250
Co-Chair Thomas A. Arnone. “We are proud to recognize these remarkable individuals whose
actions have helped make Monmouth County a safer, stronger, and more vibrant place to live.”

“The Patriotism Award recipients represent the very best of Monmouth County. Their dedication
to our nation, unwavering commitment to serving others, and continued contributions to their
communities exemplify the values of duty, honor, leadership, and patriotism that these awards
were created to recognize,” said MonmouthNJ 250 Co-Chair and Monmouth County Clerk
Christine Giordano Hanlon. Through their selfless service, they have made a lasting impact on
countless lives and serve as an inspiration to residents across our county.”

The Monmouth County Board of County Commissioners established the MonmouthNJ 250
Committee in 2023 to plan and coordinate events commemorating the 250th anniversary of the
United States in 2026. County Clerk Christine Hanlon and Commissioner Director Tom Arnone
serve as co-chairs of the committee.

To learn more about MonmouthNJ 250 and upcoming events celebrating America’s 250th

birthday, visit MonmouthNJ250.org and follow @MonmouthNJ250 on Facebook, Instagram, X,
and LinkedIn.
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