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Monmouth County Officials Announce the 

MonmouthNJ 250 Patriotism Awards 

 

Honoring Local Individuals Who Have Made a Lasting Impact In 
Our Community 

FREEHOLD, NJ – In celebration of America’s 250th anniversary, the MonmouthNJ 250 

Committee is proud to announce the Monmouth County Patriotism Awards, recognizing 

extraordinary individuals whose service, leadership, and dedication reflect the very best of our 

community and nation. 

The awards will honor individuals who were born in or currently reside in Monmouth County 

and have made a lasting and meaningful impact through their commitment to service. Recipients 

will be recognized at the America’s 250 Birthday Gala on June 25, 2026, at Bell Works in 

Holmdel, NJ. 

“The Monmouth County Patriotism Awards are about recognizing the people who truly define 

what it means to be an American,” said MonmouthNJ 250 Co-Chair and Monmouth County 

Clerk Christine Giordano Hanlon. “As we approach our nation’s 250th birthday, it is especially 

meaningful to celebrate those here in Monmouth County who demonstrate patriotism through 

service, sacrifice, and leadership.” 

“The Semiquincentennial is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to reflect on our nation’s founding 

ideals,” said Monmouth County Commissioner Director and MonmouthNJ 250 Co-Chair 

Thomas A. Arnone. “These awards shine a spotlight on individuals whose actions have 

strengthened our communities, inspired others, and exemplify the enduring spirit of America.” 

The Monmouth County Patriotism Awards will include three distinguished categories: 

Patriotic Citizen Award – Honoring an individual who has demonstrated exceptional voluntary, 

civic, or benevolent service. This recipient embodies the highest ideals of honor, leadership, and 

patriotism, and has made meaningful contributions to advancing the principles upon which our 

nation was founded. 



Distinguished Veteran Award – Recognizing a veteran who has exhibited outstanding 

leadership, integrity, and service both during and after military service. This award celebrates a 

continued commitment to supporting fellow service members and strengthening the community. 

American Hero Award – Honoring an emergency first responder or healthcare professional 

who has gone above and beyond the call of duty, demonstrating courage, compassion, and 

unwavering commitment while protecting others in times of crisis. 

Nominations are now open and must be submitted by May 1, 2026. Award recipients will be 

announced on May 15, 2026. Nominations may be submitted via email at 

awards@co.monmouth.nj.us. 

For more information, visit: https://monmouthnj250.org/patriotism-awards/ 

The Monmouth County Board of County Commissioners established the MonmouthNJ 250 

Committee in 2023 to plan and coordinate events commemorating the 250th anniversary of the 

United States in 2026. County Clerk Christine Hanlon and Commissioner Director Tom Arnone 

serve as co-chairs of the committee. 

To learn more about MonmouthNJ 250 and upcoming events celebrating America’s 250th 

birthday, visit MonmouthNJ250.org and follow @MonmouthNJ250 on Facebook, Instagram, X, 

and LinkedIn. 
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