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Poverty & Pensions

VETERANS LACKRING MEANS OFSUPPORT

espite the Revolutionary War ending in 1783, many veterans were unable to enjoy the lasting

peace, becoming impoverished due to old age or injury and lacking means of support. Thirty-

five years elapsed before the federal government enacted significant legislation granting
pensions to Revolutionary War veterans. The pension records of these veterans are valuable sources of

information detailing the service and post-war lives of the revolutionary generation.

PENSION ACTOF 1818

he Revolutionary War Pension Act of 1818 was a significant step towards paying a
debt of gratitude to Revolutionary War veterans. The passage of this act was motivated
by a cultural movement to memorialize the Revolution and those who fought for
independence. As the revolutionary generation gradually passed away, succeeding
generations began viewing them as a living link to the Revolution and an embodiment of
its values. Keenly aware of the neglect and impoverishment of many veterans, the younger
generation pushed for significant pension legislation. Each petitioner was required to make a
“declaration” of his eligibility which included age, name of commanding officer(s), company
and regiment during service, an inventory of personal and real estate, and the names and ages
of household members. Pensions were made available to only those who were unable to earn

their own living or to support their family due to age or infirmity.

DEPTH OF POVERTY

he Federal Government was quickly overwhelmed by the number of
applications (some 30,000 by 1819 alone). To identify those in most need,
reforms in the law required veterans to provide detailed accounts of their

possessions, livelihoods, and families. These records offer a detailed glimpse
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An 1823 notice to surviving Revolutionary War veterans about a Pension Act
amendment, nearly 40 years after the war ended. - Monmouth County Archives.

“AN ACT supplementary to the acts to provide for certain persons
engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the
Revolutionary War.” - March 1823 Pension Notice, The True

American Newspaper. Monmouth County Archives.

Pension records not only provide important details about an
individual’s military service during the war and his post-war
economic situation, but they can also be valuable sources
about the veteran’s family. To determine if anyone could
support him, a veteran had to describe his family

members. Genealogists and historians can use this
information to identify familial relationships and

details like names and ages. These records also

reveal health information, sometimes noting that

certain family members could not support

themselves due to illness or disability. l'
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. Tk E Visit MonmouthNJ250.0rg or scan this code to read more about Monmouth

County’s rich history and significance to the American Revolution.

1 This exhibit has been produced by the Monmouth County Archives division of
¢ the Monmouth County Clerk’s office and the MonmouthNJ 250 Committee.



