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Fugitives & Offenders

INQUISITIONS
¥ & CONFISCATIONS
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Offender , in Manner as is defcribed in an A& of the General
Aflembly, intitled, An A& for forfeiting to, and vefling in, the State of
New- Jerley, he Real Eftates of certain F ugitives and Offenders, and for
directing the Mode of determining and [ m{ﬁ ing the lawful Dfér.r and De- British cause would take place before a judge and jury. The accused was

mands which may be due from, or made againft, fuch Fugitives and Of-
fenders, and for other Purpofes therein mentioned, made and pafled the \ often absent, having already fled across British lines. If found guilty, a writ of
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According to law, an inquisition into whether an individual had joined the

confiscation was issued, allowing the state to take ownership of the offender’s
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J Andrew Bowne of Middletown was found guilty of joining the King’s army in
/ le /E s, 7 % b = 1777, and a writ of confiscation was issued “to sell and dispose of all the Estate,
| Real of what nature or kind soever belonging, or lately belonging, to the said
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Andrew Bowne, Inquisition. The case was heard before Judge David Forman.
Other known retaliators who participated and signed this document include
Elisha Walton and John Walton - Monmouth County Archives.

VICIOUS CIVILCONFLICT

n 1780, a group of Monmouth County Patriot leaders formed the “Association for Retaliation,” to harass suspected Loyalists and their sympathizers

by using intimidation, violence, theft, and murder; some of the same tactics used by Tory refugee groups.

By this time in the war, Monmouth County became a vicious civil conflict where political agendas, personal revenge, and economic opportunities
intersected. The Retaliators were at the center of this turmoil, and, despite the
questionable nature of their actions, they petitioned the state legislature in June
1780 for recognition as a legal entity. Although rejected by New Jersey Governor
William Livingston and the state legislature, the Retaliators proceeded to hold
their first public meeting on July 1, 1780 and elected former Continental
Colonel and militia Brigadier General David Forman from Freehold

Township to serve as chairman.

The Retaliators continued their vigilante activities beyond the
British surrender at Yorktown. In July 1783, after the war was
over, a band of Retaliators captured three sailors from the
British ship HMS Vixen off the coast of Sandy Hook, as they
were collecting fresh water from a well. It was not until the
British evacuation of New York in the fall of 1783 that the

retaliators disolved.

An artists depiction of the tarring and feathering of loyalist. ?L
The Granger Collection, NYC
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E Visit MonmouthNJ250.0rg or scan this code to read more about Monmouth
County’s rich history and significance to the American Revolution.
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1 This exhibit has been produced by the Monmouth County Archives division of
i the Monmouth County Clerk’s office and the MonmouthNJ 250 Committee.



