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he enactment of a New Jersey law in 1778 which allowed the 
confiscation of estates from “certain Fugitives and Offenders” 
meant that Loyalist property could be confiscated and accused 

Crown sympathizers were susceptible to punishment.  
 
“Andrew Bown [sic] late of the Township of Middletown…did Join the army 
of the King of Great Britain.” - Andrew Bowne’s Inquisition, March 28, 1782. 
Monmouth County Archives. 

According to law, an inquisition into whether an individual had joined the 
British cause would take place before a judge and jury. The accused was 
often absent, having already fled across British lines. If found guilty, a writ of 
confiscation was issued, allowing the state to take ownership of the offender’s 
real estate. In New Jersey, at least 500 Loyalists lost their property in the decade 
following the passing of this law. 

The Monmouth County Archives holds 60 inquisitions regarding suspected 
Loyalists and 110 writs of confiscation of Loyalist property. In this 1782 case, 
Andrew Bowne of Middletown was found guilty of joining the King’s army in 
1777, and a writ of confiscation was issued “to sell and dispose of all the Estate, 
Real of what nature or kind soever belonging, or lately belonging, to the said 
Andrew Bowne.” 

n 1780, a group of Monmouth County Patriot leaders formed the “Association for Retaliation,” to harass suspected Loyalists and their sympathizers 
by using intimidation, violence, theft, and murder; some of the same tactics used by Tory refugee groups. 

By this time in the war, Monmouth County became a vicious civil conflict where political agendas, personal revenge, and economic opportunities 
intersected. The Retaliators were at the center of this turmoil, and, despite the 
questionable nature of their actions, they petitioned the state legislature in June 
1780 for recognition as a legal entity. Although rejected by New Jersey Governor 
William Livingston and the state legislature, the Retaliators proceeded to hold 
their first public meeting on July 1, 1780 and elected former Continental 
Colonel and militia Brigadier General David Forman from Freehold 
Township to serve as chairman.

The Retaliators continued their vigilante activities beyond the 
British surrender at Yorktown. In July 1783, after the war was 
over, a band of Retaliators captured three sailors from the 
British ship HMS Vixen off the coast of Sandy Hook, as they 
were collecting fresh water from a well. It was not until the 
British evacuation of New York in the fall of 1783 that the 
retaliators disolved.


