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A War Widhin A War

AN EXCEPTIONALLY DANGEROUS PLACE

ituated on the periphery of British-held New York and Sandy Hook, Monmouth County was an exceptionally dangerous place during the Revolution.

More than 100 engagements have been documented in Monmouth County, which speaks to the intensity of warfare in the region. Monmouth
County was torn apart by internal violence which persisted after the main armies ceased operations. Patriots, Loyalists, and those in between,

found themselves divided politically, socially, and morally. Few were left unaffected.

Monmouth County is especially notable for its significant Loyalist population. Many Loyalists abandoned their homes and sought refuge at British occupied Sandy

Hook or New York City. Some of Monmouth County’s enslaved population did likewise, living a harsh existence on Sandy Hook in an area known as “Refugeetown.”

LOYALISTS

Displaced Loyalist refugees launched raids in Monmouth County throughout the war. One of the most capable of these raiders
was a runaway slave from Shrewsbury named Titus, later referred to as Colonel Tye. Loyalist and Patriot factions engaged in
a drawn-out cycle of raids, vigilantism, and extrajudicial killings. Violence continued even after the surrender of General
Charles Cornwallis’s Army at Yorktown in 1781. The Board of Associated Loyalists, organized partly by former New
Jersey Royal Governor William Franklin (son of Founding Father Benjamin Franklin), continued to use guerrilla
tactics against Patriot forces in Monmouth County until the British withdrew their support in 1782. Gradually the

violence subsided.
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“A detachment of 900 men and twelve light horsemen...completely armed, accoutered and furnished with ammunition, and with their blankets slung—Brigadier

General Maxwell will command the detachment—the Monmouth militia to go with the detachment.” - George Washington, General Orders, June 21, 1777.

Those who considered themselves Patriots actively supported independence. From the outbreak of the war, Monmouth County men joined the Continental
Army and New Jersey State Troops. Men were also required to serve rotations in the Monmouth County militia. The militia was responsible for guarding the
County’s long, exposed shoreline against incursions, and suppressing Loyalist insurrections within. These men were not trained soldiers but farmers, tavern

owners, blacksmiths, and more, who felt strongly enough about independence to put their lives on the line defending it.

As the civil warfare intensified, some of Monmouth County’s radical Patriot leaders like David Forman and Nathaniel Scudder organized the Association
for Retaliation (or “The Retaliators”), which practiced eye-for-an-eye violence and other abuses. Their flagrant disregard for the law divided Monmouth
County’s Patriots, with significant portions opposing the Retaliators and petitioning the State’s government for redress. While New Jersey’s government

denounced the Association, they did not formerly outlaw it, and the group continued to operate until the end of the conflict.

UNDECIDED

While Monmouth County had many active Patriots and Loyalists, many residents were undecided or hesitant to choose sides.
Deciding between Patriot and Loyalist could mean losing your home or fighting members of your own family in battle. The
“Disaffected” favored British rule, though they supported their cause less-noticeably than active Loyalists. Those who waited to

pick sides were called “Trimmers.”
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1 This exhibit has been produced by the Monmouth County Archives division of
i the Monmouth County Clerk’s office and the MonmouthNJ 250 Committee.




