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eligion played a central role in daily life in Monmouth County, home to many Anglicans, 
Quakers, Presbyterians, Dutch Reformed, and Baptists. During the war, religious 

and political affiliation were often linked. Anglicans, whose church is headed by 
the British Monarch, remained largely Loyalist. Quakers, who believed in non-violence and 
respecting established authority, also leaned towards loyalism, while Baptists were divided. 
Presbyterians, dissenters from the Anglican Church in the British Isles, had sought refuge in 
America from persecution. Along with many Dutch Reformed, they actively supported the 
Patriot cause.

onmouth County’s colonial population of twelve to fifteen 
thousand people was quite varied. Many came from English, 
Dutch, and Scotch-Irish origins; about 10 percent were enslaved 

and free Africans. Monmouth County was primarily agricultural, 
selling produce to markets in nearby New York City. Residents also engaged 
in coastal trade, mercantile business, fishing, and many other skilled trades.  

Tax ratables, which assessed an individual’s taxable property including 
land, taverns, mills, slaves, cows, and even dogs, reveal information about 
the residents of Revolutionary Monmouth County. In addition to 
describing a person’s wealth, tax ratables sometimes noted occupation. 
Examples include Esquire (lawyer), Doctor, Captain, Colonel, 
Lieutenant, merchant, blacksmith, miller, carpenter, schoolmaster, 
and boatman.

Formerly named the “Blue Ball Tavern”, the Allen House in Shrewsbury Borough was known as “the most noted tavern 
in Shrewsbury.” During the American Revolutionary War in 1779, a Loyalist party raided the tavern where Continental 
troops were quartered, killing 3 and captured 9 in what would become known as the Allen House Massacre. The house is 
furnished by the Monmouth County Historical Association to reflect its use as a colonial tavern. Added to the National 

Register of Historic Places in 1974. Photo by Ted Maturo, MonmouthNJ250 Committee.

averns were very important institutions 
where business was conducted, meetings 
were held, militias mustered, and travelers 

sheltered. Tavern licenses were granted by the 
court, and stiff regulations meant that applicants 
needed to demonstrate good reputations and 
community support. 


