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n 1778, France entered an alliance with the United States, and decisive victory eluded British forces. As the war’s scope 
expanded, British troops occupying Philadelphia had to be redeployed to other theaters. Evacuating Philadelphia on 
June 18, British General Sir Henry Clinton marched his army through New Jersey towards British-occupied Sandy Hook. 

Determined to prevent the British from marching through New Jersey unopposed, General George Washington and the 
Continental Army pursued. Ten days later, the armies collided. The Battle of Monmouth is widely viewed as a pivotal moment 
in the fight for independence.

Joseph Plumb Martin, a soldier in the Continental Army, described the brutal heat on June 28 as the “mouth of a heated oven.” 
Martin’s description could apply just as well to the brutal battle that took place in Monmouth County. On June 28, some 

26,000 American, British, and German Hessian soldiers hired by the British, engaged in battle near Monmouth Court 
House (present-day Manalapan and Freehold). As the initial American attack led by General Charles Lee devolved 

into retreat, Washington arrived on scene and rallied the Continental Army to 
counterattack. The tide of battle changed frequently that day and featured the 

largest one-day field artillery duel of the American Revolution. 

The Battle of Monmouth was pivotal in the fight for independence because it hurt 
the British in the short term and provided the Continental Army with a long-term boost in 

confidence and morale. It also strengthened Washington’s position as commander.

ew Jersey is known as “the 
crossroads of the American 
Revolution” due to its location 

near the center of the original 
thirteen colonies, and its proximity from 
New York City and Philadelphia. Because of 
this, more battles were fought in New Jersey 
than in any other state. Monmouth County 
saw more than one hundred skirmishes and 
battles fought on its soil over the course of 
the Revolutionary War. So much so, that 
New Jersey Governor William Livingston 
referred to Monmouth County as “the 
theatre of spoil and destruction.”

Fought to a stalemate, the British retreated towards Sandy Hook under cover of darkness. 
Buildings in the area were commandeered to serve as field hospitals, including the Old Tennent 
Presbyterian Meetinghouse and the Monmouth Court House.

While tactical victory eluded both sides, Washington had achieved a psychological victory. 
During the preceding winter at Valley Forge, the Continental Army underwent military training 
from Baron Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, a Prussian military officer. This training helped 
prepare them for the fierce fighting at the Battle of Monmouth. The Continental Army was no 
longer a ragtag group of American colonists, but an army to be reckoned with.


