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MONMOUTH COUNTY ANNOUNCES ADVISORY BOARD 

REGARDING THE COUNTY’S PLANNING AND INITIATIVES 

FOR AMERICA’S 250th BIRTHDAY IN 2026. 

 

MONMOUTH COUNTY, NJ – The MonmouthNJ250 Committee has announced an 

advisory board to provide historical insight and direction in the county’s efforts to educate 

the public about Monmouth County’s rich Revolutionary history as part of the county’s 

commemoration of America’s Semiquincentennial, which will take place in 2026. 

 

The MonmouthNJ 250 Advisory Board consists of: 

 

Maxine N. Lurie - Seton Hall University emerita professor of History who has published 

works on the American Revolution in New Jersey. 

 

John Fabiano – Recently retired Executive Director of the Monmouth County Historical 

Commission and former president of Allentown-Upper Freehold Historical Society.  

 

Claire T. Garland – Retired teacher and current Director of Sand Hill Indian Historical 

Association in Lincroft, NJ. She also serves as a resource person for the New Jersey 

Commission on American Indian Affairs.  

 



Jonathan Mercantini - Acting Associate Provost for Special Projects and Professor in Kean 

University’s Department of History. 

 

James Gigantino - Professor of History and Vice Provost for Academic Affairs at the 

University of Arkansas. His books include The Ragged Road to Abolition:  Slavery and 

Freedom in New Jersey, 1775-1865 (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2014), The American 

Revolution in New Jersey:  Where the Battlefront Meets the Home Front (Rutgers University 

Press, 2015) and William Livingston’s American Revolution (University of Pennsylvania 

Press, 2018).  

 

Dr. Richard F. Veit - Interim Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs for 

Monmouth University, and is a Professor of Anthropology in the Wayne D. McMurray 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences. He has authored five books and numerous 

published articles. 

 

Michael Timpanaro – Resource interpretive specialist and park historian at Monmouth 

Battlefield State Park in Manalapan, NJ. He has over 35 years’ experience as an 

archaeologist, historic researcher and historian. 

 

“Historical relevance and correctness are important to our efforts in educating the public 

about Monmouth County’s crucial role in the fight for freedom during the American 

Revolution,” said MonmouthNJ 250 Committee Chair, Monmouth County Clerk Christine G. 

Hanlon. “Having an advisory board of respected and diverse historians is an asset to the 

county as we develop and implement celebrations for America’s 250th.” 

 

“We are very proud to have assembled an advisory board of well-respected historians to 

assist us,” said MonmouthNJ 250 Committee Co-Chair, Monmouth County Commissioner 

Director Thomas A. Arnone. “We appreciate their help in ensuring that we accurately tell the 

story about Revolutionary Monmouth County and its significance to the birth of our great 

nation."  

 



 

For news and updates from the MonmouthNJ 250 Committee and to sign up for our e-

newsletter, visit MonmouthNJ250.org or follow @MonmouthNJ250 on Facebook, X 

(Twitter) and Instagram. The “Talking 250” video series can be viewed on the 

MonmouthNJ250 YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@MonmouthNJ250. 
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